
Beowulf  
Summer Reading Assignment 

 

To begin understanding British Literature, the first reading you will complete is 
Beowulf. The pdf gives background information about the setting, plot, and 
characters. Read those pages first.  

Directions:  Begin with the first page that says “Meet the author” and read its 
entirety.  It is imperative to read the background information first to get an 
understanding of the work. Read each section and answer the text analysis 
questions. 

 

Beowulf Reading Sections 

Grendel pg. 42 – pg. 45 

Beowulf pg. 46- pg. 49 

The Battle with Grendel pg. 50 – pg. 54 

Grendel’s Mother pg. 54 – pg. 56 

The Battle with Grendel’s Mother pg. 57- pg. 61 

Beowulf’s Last Battle pg. 62- pg. 65 

The Death of Beowulf pg. 66 – pg. 69 

Mourning Beowulf pg. 70  

 

Questions To Answer 

Directions: Answer all questions in complete sentences citing direct evidence 
from the text.  

 Answer all questions in the margins while reading each section on each 
page.  

 Text Analysis pg. 54 – all questions  
 Text Analysis pg. 61 – all questions 
 After Reading questions pg. 71 - all questions –including Where do 

MONSTERS lurk?  
 Vocabulary in context pg. 72 – 1-8 
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Quote Journal 

In addition to the above reading questions, you will keep a quote journal.  

 

Directions: Choose quotes that show a literary device. List the page number, 
quote and literary device along with a brief (2-3 sentence) explanation.  A small 
list of literary devices is below but feel free to include others.  

Allusion                      Characterization            Rhyme 
Alliteration               Connotation                     Kennings 
Analogy                     Denotation                       
Metaphor 
Anecdote                   Foreshadowing                Simile 
Archetype                 Flashback 
Assonance                Imagery 

  

Example:  

Line # Literary Device Quote Explanation 
20-23 Allusion “Conceived by a pair 

of those monsters 
born Of Cain, 
murderous creatures 
banished By God, 
punished forever for 
the crime Of Abel’s 
death” 

This is a reference to 
the story of Cain and 
Abel in the bible. 
The author uses this 
to represent Grendel 
as an even monster. 
Cain is also a 
representation of 
evil in the bible.   

 

 

 

 

 


